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83.  Shared Revenues & Benefits Committee - 24 November 2015 - Authority to Act  

 
Purpose of Report 
 
To consider a proposed extension to an existing delegation in relation to the 
shared Revenues and Benefits service, allowing officers to present cases in the 
County Court, as well as the Magistrates’ Court. 
 
Decision 
 
That Council be recommended to approve the delegation of powers to allow 
officers within the Revenues and Benefits Shared Service to represent the 
service at the County Court in addition to the Magistrates’ Court. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None. 
 
Reason for Decision 
 
Officers within the shared service were required to represent the partner local 
authorities in court for the pursuit of a range of debts. Although many debts were 
normally dealt with through the Magistrates’ Court, there were occasions when 
representation at the County Court was needed; this included County Court 
Judgments and Housing Benefit overpayments.  
 
The Shared Revenues and Benefits Joint Committee had considered the 
proposal to extend officers’ powers in order allow appropriate officers in the 
Revenues and Benefits Shared Service to act at the County Court in addition to 
the Magistrates’ Court, via amendments to respective Council constitutions. 
 
Having regard to the Joint Committee’s recommendation, in order to ensure the 
efficient operation of the revenues and benefits service and to limit the 
requirement for additional legal support, members resolved to recommend that 
Council delegate authority to the relevant officers in the Revenues and Benefits 
Shared Service to act at the County Court, in addition to their extant powers at 
the Magistrates’ Court. Council was therefore recommended to incorporate the 
following wording within its Constitution: 
 

“In accordance with the provisions of Section 101 and 223 of the Local 
Government Finance Act 1972 to prosecute and defend on behalf of either 
Council, or to appear on the Council’s behalf in proceedings before a 
Magistrates’ Court or County Court relating to all and/or any of the 
matters referred to in the sub-paragraphs below:…” 

 
Subject to the approval of the North Kesteven District Council, the above 
amendment would also need to be reflected in the Delegation Agreement for the 
shared service. 


